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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7-10 and 12-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by Van Reisen, U.S. Patent No. 5,165,150 or European Patent No. 0,114,332 to 
Autoliv. 

Claims 1-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over Van 
Reisen *150 or Autoliv '332. 

The Examiner's rejections are respectfully traversed. 

The claims as now amended are directed to a buckle for belts for connecting a strap- 
connecting element. The buckle includes a first shell unit having a releasing piece. A second 
shell unit has a first end and a second end opposing the first end and is connected to the first 
shell unit to define an entrance at the first end together with the first shell unit. The second 
shell unit has a slit at the second end for connecting a belt and a seat situated between the 
entrance and the slit. A locking element is pivotally connected to the seat of the second shell 
unit and has a latch adjacent to the entrance, a ledge extending towards the slit, and a shoulder 
formed between the latch and the ledge. An elastic element is provided at the seat for 
repositionmg the locking element. A moving element is movably installed between the seat 
and the slit and is able to slide relative to the seat. The buckle is designed such that when the 
strap-connecting element is inserted into the entrance between the first shell unit and the 
second shell unit, the shoulder is pushed by the strap-connecting element. The locking element 
is pivotally rotated to make the latch lock the strap-connecting element to enlarge a gap 
between the ledge and a main body of the second shell unit such that the moving element is 
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moved in the gap to contact with the ledge so as to keep the locking element in a state of firmly 
securing the strap-connecting element. When the releasing piece of the first shell unit is 
actuated, the releasing piece cooperates with the moving element to move the moving element 
out of the gap away from the ledge such that the elastic element repositions the locking element 
to release the latch from the state of locking the strap-connecting element. 

As discussed in the background of the invention, U.S. Patent No. 5,165,150 does not 
disclose the shoulder and ledge as set forth in claim 1. Additionally, the reference discloses 
the releasing piece 1 1 which cooperates with the locking element 8 as opposed to the releasing 
piece 12 cooperating with moving element 4 as taught in the present application. 

On page 3 of the office action, the Examiner states that the cap, spring element, and 
receiving channel set forth in the present application are not disclosed in either Van Reisen 
'150 for Autoliv '332. The cap is disclosed in Takada, U.S. Patent No. 4,060,879. 

With the Autoliv '332 buckle, when a strap-connecting element is inserted into the 
buckle it pushes against a releasing element 76 which in turn acts on latching element 34. For 
locking the strap-connecting element firmly in place a further, secondary locking member 92 is 
needed and for releasing the strap-connecting element 20, a slider is needed. 

The structure of the present application is much simpler than those disclosed in the 
prior art references. Including the moving element being movably installed between the seat 
and the slit such that the moving element is able to slide relative to the seat. Whereas in the 
prior art the moving element pivots and does not slide. Furthermore, since the elastic element 
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In view of the foregoing, it is believed that the amended claims and the claims 
dependent there from are in proper form. The Applicant respectfully contends that Van Reisen 
'150 or Autoliv '332 do not anticipate the claimed invention under the provisions of 35 U.S. C. 
§ 102(b). The Applicant also contends that the teachings of Van Reisen *150 or Autoliv '332 
do not establish a prima facie case of obviousness under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §103. 
Thus, claims 1-17 are considered to be patently distinguishable over the prior art of record. 

The application is now considered to be in condition for allowance, and an early 
indication of same is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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